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In recent yo»r* the Soviet economy lute benefited substantially 
fro* tb n pid nU of increase &&d the improved age structure of it* 

Xe'ftur force, which depend t> on the population aged 15 - 59. bith agri- 
culture stagnant, industry and other branch#* of the *Hf.Hooal Sconoay* 
here absorbed vtrtuUf the whole of the natural iner*®** ?nd tale toe 
contributed naterUUy to the **B»r*l over-fulfillment of the fifth fire 
T**r Plan in epite of a shortfall la the plea ned increase in labour produc- 
tivity. la the a«*t two peer*, however, the effects of the drastic fall 
is the birth rate la 19ho - hg will begin to he felt, and the annual add! ties 
to the working population, which reached it* peak in 1953 will substantially 
decline. Moreover, the campaign for expanding agriculture will coon re- 
fair* a considerable number of agricultural worker* in the “new ii.nds" so 
that industry will be left with a substantially reduced share of the 
Mali*? natural increase in the working population, Sstimatec of the 
Sevlet working population In 1950-60 are given in the fable at Annex, 

2. the emphasis given by Bulganin and other Soviet leader* on the need 
for Increasing labour productivity suggests that they are well aware that 
the maintenance of the present rate of industrial expansion cannot, as in 
the past, depend on shortfall* in labour productivity being made good by 
unplanned additions to the industrial labour force. At the sane tine any 
windfall additions to the civilian labour force by releases from the 
Armed f oreee would eertainly *»ee long tern pluming problem* for the 
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expansion Industry and agriculture, particularly after 1956 . 

3. fiia greatest addition* to the civilian labour fore* vaioh tbs Soviet 
l«*dar« can pr#*u*ably expect to obtain would result fro® the adoption of 
thstr di*ama*#nt proposals of hay, 1955. About fir# *11 .ion sen vers 
th#n in the forage, of which 6,35 Billion wsr* in the Amy, S ary and Air Tors# 
«nd th# rent in internal security and civil defence. The proposed reduction 
in the fighting service# to 1,5 millions would tone release ?,85 niUloa 
Able-bodied Bale* f*r civilian «» f leya*ht. this aanber would nor® than 
•Mgattavta for the affect* ©f the low war- tine birth ruts# on the aal# 
population of work inn a«* in the late nineteen fifties. If th# 1953 rat# 

©f increase of 1*5 nil lien rrIcs b year could h&v# been maintained until 
lf59* ik* total i acre# #* la 1956-59 would h^ve bees 9 siUios. Is fact 
fch# prospect i serene# is only ?.3 million. S inilarly at the 1953 rat# 
of iaereasa, 6.6 nillion fancier. would hove be#n added to the working 
papulation is 1956-59 a# *g*i*at an actual prospective addition of 5,6 
ail lion*, fhtt a release of 2.05 sillian sea frea the fores# would not 
only eonpsseat# for the fall in the rat# of Increase in the working popu- 
lation In 1956-59 k#l«w it# BBsistua 1953 rat#, but would also substantially 
issprove the quality of the labour fore# by increasing the proportion of 
able-bodied sale#, 

6 . fh* aanousceneat of 13 th August that the tf.S.S.R. w«. *© reduce her 
arsed forces ty 660,900 by »id-B*esBber will fit is conveniently with 
the planning of labour requirement* for the 1956-60 flan. An important 
feature ©f the nanounement is that doaobUisad sen will be found work 
at industrial es t « bl i sheent s , and state and collective f&ms |ij 
respective plan** of residene#* This doss not surest that they are 
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immediately «*•&#& for speciall y argent task*. Ahmt 55 per cent ©# th? 
*•* s? * ««aat*y, kt although there has keen Ceasid arable 

evidence that. With the start of tha virgin lends campaign, labour is 
short on many collective fame, the Um of thslr release - whan agri- 
culture will he moving towards it* nest inactive season - doe* sot 

that the seamre Is 1 st ended to oops with a labour oriels la 
agriculture, 

5. Although 440,000 Is only & very snail proportion, of fch# total worki ng 
population, th« addition of those able-bodied non, nany of who* *a*t he 
trained in vehicle driving and tho handling of aeahcnlcal equipment, 
wilt certainly he a weleoate addition to the labour force, particularly 
on collective ferns, vh*r* ths majority of worker. art women and older 
nan, keverthelesa, if tha demobilisation has been nada for economic 
re* sens, they met he regarded as pert of a long tens pis* rather than as 
» measure to nest ^mediate labour needs. 


Approved For Release 2002/10/10 : CIA-RDP80B01676R0042001 0001 5-1 



Approved For Release 2002/10/10 : CIA-RDP80B01676R0042001 0001 5-1 

SXCvJt 


ihM yk tmm 

iMta*. Utsal 11 uniiflLL. 




* ^ 

I*a& 

la a 

Male 8 4 
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fatal leer** 

lasmift 

eUBBIBB 

fatal 

faer’t 

faaraaaa 

fatal 

T*fcr’s 

laarr&fct 

1950 

52.0 

1.2 

66.3 

1.0 

ne . 3 

2.2 

1951 

53.2 

1.3 

67.3 

1.1 

120.5 

2*4 

195 ? 

56.5 

1.4 

68.4 

1.0 

122.9 

2,4 

1953 

55*9 

1.5 

6 f .4 

1.1 

125.3 

2.6 

195 * 

57.8 

1.6 

70,5 

1.1 

127.9 

2 .5 

1955 

5 ®*® 

1.4 

71.6 

0.9 

130.6 

2.3 

1956 

80.2 

1.4 

72.5 

0.9 

132.7 

2.3 

195 ? 

61.6 

1.1 

? 3.4 

0,8 

135.0 

1,9 

1958 

62.7 

1.0 

? 4,2 

0,9 

136.9 

1.9 

1959 

63.7 

1*0 

75.1 

0.8 

138.8 

1.8 

1980 

64 .? 


75.9 


140.6 
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